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To wonder... to achieve... to make a difference... together!

Principal’s Perspective
Dear Holy Name of Jesus School Community,

Updated Academic Goals 2025–2026: This summer, we updated our overarching Academic Goals to build upon the successes of the
past and set us up for growth in the future. These goals can also be found on the final page of each Gator Gazette.

Goal 1: Empowering Student Agency through Data-Driven Reflection
Goal: Foster a culture where students regularly engage with their academic, social, and spiritual growth data to set goals, reflect, and
take ownership of their learning journeys.
How it aligns: This builds on our original goal of differentiation through data but shifts the power to the student, promoting ownership
and a growth mindset.

Goal 2: Cultivating Responsible, Ethical Learners in a Digital World
Goal: Integrate digital citizenship and responsible AI use into instruction to equip students with the skills to think critically, act
ethically, and engage safely and creatively with technology in a rapidly evolving digital landscape.
How it aligns: This extends our commitment to collaborative, project-based learning by embedding future-ready skills that are both
technical and moral.

Goal 3: Building on Home-School Partnerships Rooted in Cultural Celebration
Goal: Foster a collaborative school community where parents are active partners and diverse cultures, backgrounds, and perspectives
are experienced and celebrated to build belonging, respect, and shared understanding.
How it aligns: This evolves our emphasis on community and the celebration of diverse backgrounds by deepening family engagement
as a key driver of academic and social-emotional success.

Family Partnership Opportunity: The Advisory School Board meets in committees every other month. One of their goals for the next
two months is to begin collecting information from families to support Goal #3. If you would like to help us share authentic cultural
experiences and lessons with our students, please consider completing this form:
 
👉 Click here to share your cultural experiences

It may take us a few months to gather responses and make a plan. Thank you in advance for your patience and for your partnership!

To Wonder… To Achieve… To Make a Difference… Together

God Bless,
Kirsch J. Williams

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdWueWTSnSJdoSjzOVVuz1VWYbcR6WyndntBg8YDatqrJ-wDg/viewform?usp=header
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Monday, August 25 - Wednesday, August 27
NWEA Testing (PK4-7  Grade)th

New Orleans Speech and Hearing Screenings (see flyers below)

Tuesday, August 26
Grand Gators Meeting, 10:00 AM in Parish Center

Wednesday, August 27
Cub Scouts Roundup Meeting (see flyer below)

Thursday, August 28
Kim4Kidz Occupational Therapy Screening

Friday, August 29
School Mass, 8:30AM at HNJ Church (Kindergarten - 7  Grade, Parents Welcome)th

House Meetings (2  - 7  Grade)nd th

Early Dismissal, No Later Gators (PK3-7  Grade)th

Regular Dismissal for Little Gators
Faculty Professional Development (PK3-7  Grade teachers)th

Monday, September 1
Labor Day - No School (Little Gators - 7  Grade)th

Wednesday, September 3
No Later Gators, PK3-7  Gradeth

PK3-7  Grade Parent’s Back to School Night (see flyer below)th

Friday, September 5
School Mass, 8:30AM at HNJ Church (Kindergarten - 7  Grade, Parents Welcome)th

Saturday, September 7
Grandparents/Grandfriends Family Mass, 10:30 AM at HNJ Church

Tuesday, September 9
7  Grade Parent Information Meeting, 5:00 PM in Rivas Auditoriumth

Monday, September 8 - Friday, September 12
Grandparent/Grandfriends Week Lunches (see flyer below)

Friday, September 12
Grandparents/Grandfriends Movie Night (see flyer below)

2025-2026
School Calendar

Click Here
to see the

August
Lunch
Menu!

Important Dates

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=c_c69ea18de272fb165c429e32a14c46a182506157086f104b53494995c89926fe%40group.calendar.google.com&ctz=America%2FChicago
https://files.ecatholic.com/21201/documents/2025/7/August%202025%20HNJ%20Menu%20Updated%20Messinas%202.jpeg?t=1753730155000
https://files.ecatholic.com/21201/documents/2025/7/August%202025%20HNJ%20Menu%20Updated%20Messinas%202.jpeg?t=1753730155000
https://files.ecatholic.com/21201/documents/2025/7/August%202025%20HNJ%20Menu%20Updated%20Messinas%202.jpeg?t=1753730155000
https://files.ecatholic.com/21201/documents/2025/7/August%202025%20HNJ%20Menu%20Updated%20Messinas%202.jpeg?t=1753730155000
https://files.ecatholic.com/21201/documents/2025/7/August%202025%20HNJ%20Menu%20Updated%20Messinas%202.jpeg?t=1753730155000
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HOUSE SYSTEM: MONTHLY CHALLENGES

Click the Poster for each house to find instructions for the house
challenge of the month. We look forward to building community with

the house system this year!

HOUSE OF REVERENCE

HOUSE OF EXCELLENCE

HOUSE OF SERVICE

https://www.canva.com/design/DAGvhC42uD4/U2C1Baa8y0t2bDTSBA_r2A/view?utm_content=DAGvhC42uD4&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=he9b73139d0#1
https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGsrYV8e7c/zoA_sVyAI_HCx4PuCROxZA/view?utm_content=DAGsrYV8e7c&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=h30bd100c03#1
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGsldHz8r0/b-qRadLjx_u-8W7ts00T0g/view?utm_content=DAGsldHz8r0&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=he2f2c9dc7f#4
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGs3gsUefs/UW5lpyUSyUCgueItDyyCzw/view?utm_content=DAGs3gsUefs&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=habedb4c15a#1
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What’s happpening this week in

hNj AthlEtics?
Dear Gator Parents,

Fall sports are officially underway at HNJ! If your child is interested in joining a team, we
still welcome new participants. Available programs include:

Cross Country (Coed, 3rd–7th)
Flag Football (Coed, 5th–7th)
Golf (Coed, 3rd–7th)
Swimming (Coed, 3rd–7th)
Volleyball (Girls, 5th–7th)

To sign up, please email me at lterrel@hnjschool.org.

We’re excited for another great season ahead! HNJ Athletics – it’s bigger than just sports.

Go Gators!
Coach T

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
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The ABCs of School Success begins at home! 

While your child is learning their ABCs, 123s, and much more, they can get the year off to a great start with
these other ABCs.

1.Attend every day! More time in class = more learning. Help your youngster attend school regularly by
scheduling doctor appointments and family vacations outside of school hours. Also, you can cut down on
sick days by eating fruits and vegetables, washing hands often, and getting plenty of physical activity.

2.Be organized! Forgotten homework? A backpack that doubles as a black hole? Good organizational skills
prevent those problems. Together, brainstorm ways for your child to get—and stay—organized.

3.Check in daily. Designate a time each day to sit down with your youngster, talk about what they did in school,
and review papers they brought home. You might read a story they wrote or look over their math test, for
example. This simple routine shows her that you care about what they’re learning. Plus, you’ll notice where
they’re doing well or if they’re struggling with anything so you can follow up with their teacher.

Home & School Connection. (September 2019). Working Together for School Success.

"Am I Ready to Learn?"
Strategies To Be Responsible and Start the School Day Right:

The night before...
Finish all homework
Put homework into backpack and place backpack in a spot that’s “ready to go” (i.e. by the door)
Shower or bathe so you don't have to in the morning
Get clothes ready for the next day
Make lunch if you don't get a school lunch
Set alarm clock
Turn off electronics
Get a good night sleep

The morning of school...
Get up right when the alarm goes off or when parent/guardian comes to wake me up
Get dressed right away
Clean up and brush teeth
Eat breakfast or pack a breakfast for the trip to school
Help others who need support getting ready (i.e. siblings)!
Grab my backpack (with my homework inside).
Leave enough time to drive or walk to school
Arrive to school no later than 8:00am

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
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Gator Spotlight

Want to shout out some Gators in next week’s Gazette?
Email text and photos to Kaitlin Southwick at ksouthwick@hnjschool.org

This summer, two HNJ alumni, Jackson Barnes (Class of 2023) and Miles Goudelocke (Class of 2024),
traveled with the Jesuit Cross Country team to Flagstaff, Arizona for two weeks of high-altitude
training. Only the top 12 runners were selected for the trip. Jackson was one of just three sophomores
invited, while Miles was the only freshman to make the cut.

The Jesuit Cross Country program is among the best in the nation, finishing the 2024 season ranked as
high as 14th nationally. In this year’s preseason rankings, the Blue Jays are listed 7th, 11th, and 11th
across three different national publications.

Both Jackson and Miles are already making a mark individually:

Miles ran 11:14 for 2 miles during his 8th-grade season.
Jackson posted times of 16:35 for 3 miles and 16:43 for 5000m as a freshman.

All three performances rank among the very best in Louisiana for their grade levels. In addition to
cross country, the two also competed for Jesuit’s track and field team this past spring, continuing to
build on their success.

We are proud of our Gator alumni as they continue to excel and represent HNJ at the highest level of
high school competition!

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
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https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
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The Grand Gators invite you to the first
annual Grandparents 

Cost: $5 per person

Register Here

Friday, september 12
Doors Open at 6:00 PM

Toy Story begins at 6:30 PM in the Rivas Auditorium
movie snacks are provided

Limited Parking Available on the blacktop
Additional parking in the neighborhood

Enjoy a movie night with your grandchildren

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdlMGUqI8tDR0vDYIgDk3BcFtRyW9JGmdn3pmxZV9xyVT7COQ/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=100958655030162197907
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https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
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BBQ
FRIDAY,

SEPTEMBER 26
6:00 - 9:00

VOLUNTEER SIGN UP

BACK TO SCHOOLHoly Name of Jesus PTC

Bring your blanket or chairs and
enjoy a back to school BBQ
dinner with HNJ families!

DINNER ORDER

PLEASE PRE-ORDER MEALS. A LIMITED NUMBER OF
MEAL TICKETS WILL BE AVAILABLE AT THE EVENT.

DRINKS AND DESSERTS MAY BE PURCHASED AT THE
EVENT. BEER AND WINE AVAILABLE WITH DONATION.

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://hnjschool.org/gator-fest
http://hnjmensclub.org/
https://hnjschool.org/gator-fest
https://m.signupgenius.com/#!/showSignUp/70A0E4EA5AA2CA1FB6-57758771-hnjback
https://m.signupgenius.com/#!/showSignUp/70A0E4EA5AA2CA1FB6-57758771-hnjback
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc4fdnhLItGpgJj1CQ8lrflzwKZYMAnfu0UnJ_iGoTudVVArg/viewform?usp=header
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H N J  G R A N D P A R E N T S  A N D  
G R A N D - F R I E N D S  W E E K  2 0 2 5

Save the Date

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 7
Family Mass, 10:30 am at HNJ Church

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 8
PK3 and 3  Grade Lunch with Grandparentsr d

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 9
PK4 and 4  Grade Lunch with Grandparentst h

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 10
K and 5  Grade Lunch with Grandparentst h

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 11
1  and 6  Grade Lunch with Grandparentss t t h

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 12
2  and 7  Grade Lunch with Grandparentsn d t h

Grandparents Movie Night, 6:00 PM

M O R E  D E T A I L S  T O  F O L L O W

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
http://hnjchurch.org/parish-bulletin
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